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Neuronal Correlates of Consciousness and the Internalist View of Mind

LIU Ming — hai ZHAO Xiao — fang
( Marxism Colleage Central China Normal University Wuhan 430079 China)

Abstract: Many current neuroscientists including Christopher Koch try to solve the mind-body problem by indi-

rectly searching for neuronal correlates of consciousness. Although the strategy is of significance for enlightening the

research on consciousness it may be implied by the internalist view of mind which holds that one’ s state of mind

is located inside the brain and which leads to the Cartesian dogma of the “ghost in the machine”. If the mind is

not located inside the brain nor is it self-contained then the neuroscientist needs to consider external factors in the

process of researching NCC.

Key words: neuronal correlates of consciousness; reductionism; holism; emergentism; internalism; externalism
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