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Abstract: Zhang Wentian “s thoughts of economic sociology is based on investigation; the
investigation is the important premise of setting economic policy in practice and could make the policy
and law better serve the economic construction. In Zhangs thoughts of economic sociology the interest
balance is considered as an impetus; the material encouragement and the spiritual encouragement are
inseparable; the relationship between public and private interests should be properly dealt with the
relationship between the interests of the present and the long-term interests must be properly dealt with.
Moreover Zhang attaches great importance to the economic law to promote social development as the
ultimate goal. He attaches the importance to the development of productive forces allowing a variety of
economic forms coexisting paying attention to the law of value. The historical significance of Zhang’s
aforementioned thoughts is that to some extent it overcomes some mistakes of the early new China’s
socialist construction helping to constitute the early thought of reform and opening-up policy and being

an important source of Deng Xiaoping Theory.
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