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“The Theory of Multi-Subjects” of Chinese Philosophy of Mind

Gao Xinmin

(School of Marxism, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079)

Abstract: Chinese philosophy of mind demonstrates a distinctive feature in its grasp of human

and the world as a whole besides its schemata beyond mind-body dichotomy: there are the

“multi-masters” or multi-subjects in the realm of the mind where it is regarded holistically,

such as the heart, the soul, the spirit, god, I and self, each performing its own functions

within its own range. In discussing their relations, there are disputes from the independent

theory, merging theory, the theory of “the master of masters”, and the theory of one-entity-

multi-names. In Chinese philosophy of mind, there is also the “Needham Problem”, China

being left behind by the west after modern times.

Key words: mind; Philosophy of mind; the theory of multi-subjects; soul and spirit
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