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Debate on Relationship between Virtue and Happiness in West and Its Contemporary Revelation
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Abstract; From ancient Greece and Rome, people began to argue about the relationship between virtue and
happiness,and formed two ideological lines.One begins with Aristotle,a line that Stoicism’s virtue is happi-
ness. The other begins with Epicurus, a happy and joyful line that happiness is virtue. Although the two
routes compete with each other, they all share the same emphasis on happiness and virtue. The competition is
that the foothold of the two is not the same.One takes happiness as the foothold to interpret virtue while the
other is to interpret happiness on the basis of virtue. The route that happiness is virtue is called the empirical
route, the route that virtue is happiness is called the line of rationalism.Kant reversed the ethical direction of
the unity of virtue and happiness.He believes that happiness and joy is an empirical existence,that any em-
pirical existence does not have universal inevitability and validity,and that the unfortunate people may not be
virtuous, happy people may not have virtue, so that there is no certainty between morality and happiness.
Marxist view of history and morality also holds that the basis of moral generation is people’s actual economic
relations. As a kind of thought superstructure, it serves for a certain economic base. Morality guarantees peo—
ple to live a life of possibility in accordance with the necessity of historical development, rather than a kind of

happy and joyful,or a noble and sacred life.
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