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(1) Critique of Pelitical Economy: Pursuing the “Political and Philosophical Realization”
of the Economy Zhang Xiong * 4 -

Political economy is a branch of learning concerned with social wealth, and cri-
tiques of political economy are programs of philosophical critique that make political
economy the subject of their reflection. Such critiques represent not only speculative
political economy, but also a deeper inquiry into the theory of social existence. Their
main point lies in pursuing the “political and philosophical realization” of the economy. In
Marx’s words, “political economy” is “the anatomy of civil society,” and he made “A
Critique of Political Economy” the subtitle of Capital. The reason critiques of political
economy have a powerful action-oriented intellectual tradition is that they stress the
interaction of the philosophical dimension, the political dimension and the dimension
of historical values as they relate to the economy, thus shifting the unitary perspective of
economic analysis to a comprehensive and systematic analysis of the ascendant aca-
demic resources of the philosophical and social sciences. Thus thinkers, theorists and
politicians, besides examining the development of material production and the movement
of social wealth, will attach great importance to pursuing historical progress and the
liberation of mankind.

(2) Diversity of Mind: An Answer to the Mind-Body Problem
Gao Xinmin and Liu Zhanfeng 23 -+

The existing research on the mind-body problem overlooks the diversity of patterns
and constituents of mind and differences in their nature, mistaking mind for a thing,
a singularity or a unitary existence, thus obtaining a one-sided grasp of the nature of
mind. Both mind and body are a compound of contradictions, containing mental tokens
and patterns with diverse forms and natures. To reveal the nature of mind, we must
follow the epistemological path from the singular to the general and comprehensively
examine various mental patterns and tokens and their natures, and on this basis make
generalizations about their commonalities and the nature of mind. In revealing the
relations of mind and body, we should not only stress the relations of different mental
patterns and tokens and concrete bodily composition, but should also explore the relations
of mind and body as a whole. As to the position of ontology, while mental forms enjoy a
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secondary, sub-existential position, great differences remain between them in terms
of existential manner and extent, so we cannot simply say what is or what is not.
Hence there are four kinds of mind-body relations: the relationship between mind and
body as a whole; the relationship between mind as a whole and the constituents of the
body; the relationship between mental patterns and the components of the body; and
the relationship between mental patterns and the body as a whole.

Research Report

Make Efforts to Develop an Olive-shaped Distribution Pattern—an Analysis Based on
Data from the Chinese Social Survey for 2006-2013 Li Peilin and Zhu Di » 45 +

Increasing the proportion of the middle income group is the key to shrinking the
income gap and developing an olive-shaped distribution structure in China. Data from
the Chinese Social Survey for 2006-2013 shows that the proportion of the middle in-
come group oscillates between 27 % and 28 %. It is estimated that by 2020, we will
have achieved an olive-shaped distribution structure (larger in the middle and smaller
at each end) if the average income of the lower and lower middle groups can be tripled
and that of the middle and high income groups can be doubled. To achieve this aim,
we need to ensure that residents’ incomes rise faster than GDP, continue large-scale
poverty reduction, endeavour to improve the employment situation for college gradu-
ates and the new generation of migrant workers, improve the social security system,
and alleviate the pressure on the lower-middle income group.

(3) Farmers Moving Upétairs and Capital Going Down to the Countryside: A Sociological
Study of Urbanization Zhou Feizhou and Wang Shaochen « 66 «

In the course of urbanization driven by the model of “comprehensive planning for
rural and urban areas, ” Chengdu City has encouraged government-led resettlement of
farmers in concentrated communities (“farmers moving upstairs”) and transferred
capital to large-scale agricultural operations (“capital going down to the countryside”).
This has not only transformed the face of “agriculture, the countryside and farmers, ”
but also boosted the integration of urban and rural areas. If we view this model within
the framework of three pairs of interrelationships—that between the central and local
governments, between the state and farmers, and between government and enterpri-
ses—and relate it to the historical process of rapid urbanization that China is currently
undergoing, we can see the benefits and drawbacks and the gains and losses for gov-
ernment, capital and farmers in the course of this process, as well as the problems
with the present “land management” urbanization model and the historical necessity
of turning to “people-oriented” urbanization.
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