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On the Major Contribution and the Modern Significance
in Buddhist Philosophy of Mind
Gao Xinmin & Hu Shuizhou

Abstract: It is widely acknowledged that Buddhism has its own philosophy of mind. Nonetheless, it is
often debated how to reformulate the Buddhist philosophy of mind within the framework of Western
philosophy of mind so as to grasp its focal points and to reveal its nature. As far as I am concerned,
the core of Buddhist philosophy of mind is the doctrine of “one mind, two aspects” on which a
much more complex and sophisticated thought system of mind than its Western rival is centered. The
Buddhist philosophy of mind shares both commonalities and differences with non-religious theories
of philosophy of mind in their contents and methodologies, derived from which many questions and
ideas are enlightening. Especially the “three great findings” are original, namely “true mind” hidden in
psychological phenomena that we are consciously aware of; “Manas-vijnana” and “Alaya-vijnana”, even
the “ninth consciousness” and “tenth consciousness” which are much more refined than unconsciousness
introduced by Freud; and true mind and false mind with phenomenological characteristics. By analyzing
general questions of philosophy of mind such as modes, characteristics, and functions of mind, etc.,
Buddhist philosophy of mind not only demonstrates its depth in serving a dual purpose of truth pursuit
and moksha, but offers directions for further study on fundamental questions like ontology of the mind.
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